Public Policy and Legal Questions Related to Frozen Lakes in the Adirondack Park
1. If vehicles access frozen lakes through State Land or boat launches:

a. Do they need a permit?

b. Do they come under the jurisdiction of the DEC?

c. Are they subject to vehicular safety, licensing, noise and other regulations as:

i. Watercraft?

ii. Automobiles/trucks?

iii. Special categories (snowmobiles, ATVs, etc)?

2. If vehicles access frozen lakes through private property:

a. Does the State have any jurisdictional authority over their use, operation, environmental impact, etc?

i. If so, which agency or department would have such authority?

ii. Is jurisdiction conditioned on “ownership” of the lake, e.g., do riparian rights of private owners prevail or are these trumped by State ownership of the lake bottom?

1. How is ownership determined, i.e., is an OGS determination required and legally binding

2. When ancient deeds do not determine ownership, how is this issue resolved and by who?

b. In the event of a serious environmental accident, e.g., a significant oil spill on the ice, who would be liable for the damage and clean-up:
i. The operator of the vehicle?

ii. The owner of the vehicle?

iii. The owner of the property whose riparian rights permitted access to the ice?

iv. The Town, Village or other governmental body in whose jurisdiction the accident occurred?

c. Do State regulations applying to that class of vehicle apply:

i. If snowmobiles, ATVs, or automobiles must they comply with licensing, noise, speed, insurance and other regulations that apply to snowmobiles, ATVs, and automobiles in general, and if so who enforces these rules on the ice surface?

ii. Do rules applying to watercraft
, e.g., speed limits within shoreline distances, horsepower regulations, and safety requirements, apply when the craft are on the frozen surface versus the liquid surface of a river or lake?

3. If any of the foregoing are currently unanswerable:

a. Does the State have a public policy interest in:

i. Regulating vehicular use on frozen lakes and rivers?

ii. Establishing clear jurisdiction over events that take place on frozen water surfaces?

b. If the answer to 3.a. is yes:

i. Are there procedures under which existing agencies or departments could assert authority without legislation?

ii. If legislation is required, what would the State’s position be as to jurisdictional and regulatory authority?

� V&T §2250 says that a vessel includes every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane, used or capable of being used as mean of transportation on water.  §2251 says every vessel must be registered, numbered, and bear a current valid sticker and it must be insured.





